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now. We passed 700-mile border fence
language called the Secure Fence Act.
Actually, 854 miles, and that’s because
the border is crooked in some places,
and we’ve got about 40 miles of effec-
tive fence.

And so follow through on the existing
law that we have is my recommenda-
tion. We don’t have to have a new law
to build a fence. Build the fence, secure
the border and then come back and tell
us that you’ve actually accomplished
that. Let’s watch this thing with
drones and see if that’s taking place,
and other security. We know from the
last drone report that the Border Pa-
trol, even drone assisted, were not
interdicting half of those that at-
tempted to cross the border, and that
number in that sector of the border
was over 3,000.

Then the argument about operational
control of the border. You would hand
that over to who? A border commission
to be named later. Or hand it over to
the judgment of Janet Napolitano, who
has already declared that they have
significant operational control of the
border. I don’t know anybody that’s
buying that particular line.

And then they would also implement
an Entry/Exit program. Well, we have
that. It’s called US-VISIT. It’s been in
law since about 1996, when it first
began to be implemented as entry, and
then we added the exit piece of it, but
it’s never been implemented. I've stood
at the border and watched as people
come in, swipe their card, they go reg-
ister on a computer that they come
into the United States, and an hour
later the car goes back south again and
doesn’t have to stop because there’s no
exit system in place. Why not? This ad-
ministration and the previous adminis-
tration were not determined to com-
plete it.

So piece after piece of this, Mr.
Speaker, says that it’s another empty
promise, and they tell us we are going
to fix the immigration situation so
that we don’t have to deal with it
again in our lifetime. Well, we know
better. The 1986 Amnesty Act wasn’t
the last one; it was the promise of the
next one. We’ve had six or seven since
then.

This is a huge promise of amnesty,
and it wouldn’t be the last one; it
would be the biggest promise for the
next one. And anyone who could get
into the United States before this is
enacted could stay here as long as they
choose, in the shadows or out. And if
those in the shadows get to be great
enough numbers, then we will have es-
tablished that there will be another
amnesty down the line.

We cannot be a Nation unless we
have borders. We cannot declare we
have borders unless we decide and con-
trol who comes in and who goes out.
That’s an important obligation. If
there’s going to be an America, we
must preserve the rule of law. And
while we’re doing it, Mr. Speaker, we
must also preserve and protect and re-
spect the dignity of every human per-
son.
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With that, Mr. Speaker, I would yield
back the balance of my time.

CBC HOUR: BOSTON MARATHON
EXPLOSIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROTHFUS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
JEFFRIES) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the minority leader.

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, thank
you very much for your recognition.
Under ordinary circumstances, I would
stand before you today as a member of
the Congressional Black Caucus, where
for the next 60 minutes the CBC would
speak directly to the American people
about an issue of significance that the
country is confronting.

However, today, as a result of the ex-
traordinary events that occurred a few
hours ago in Boston, Massachusetts,
there is no issue that is more signifi-
cant than standing with the people who
participated in the marathon, those
runners and those observers and those
first responders, who were victimized
earlier today.

As President Barack Obama men-
tioned, this is a moment where we’re
not Democrats or Independents or Re-
publicans; we’'re Americans. We’re not
Blacks, Whites, Latinos, or Asians;
we’re one today. And as representa-
tives from 43 different Congressional
districts across the country, the CBC
would like simply to extend our
thoughts and our prayers to the family
members of those who died earlier
today. We want to extend our great
sympathies and our best wishes to
those who were victimized, and we are
praying for full and complete recovery.

We also, of course, want to extend
our thanks and our heartfelt gratitude
to those first responders who, once
again, demonstrated courage under fire
and bravery in the face of dangers that
were seen and unforeseen.

Now, America is a great country, and
whatever is revealed about the attacks
that took place earlier today, we’re
confident that we have the resolve to
continue to move forward as strong as
we always have been. In the aftermath
of Pearl Harbor and throughout World
War II, Americans demonstrated great
resolve. During the Cuban Missile Cri-
sis, in the face of the possibility of nu-
clear catastrophe, Americans dem-
onstrated great resolve. In the face of
the uncertainty that followed the hor-
rific Oklahoma City bombings, Ameri-
cans demonstrated great resolve. And
of course in my home city, the great
city of New York, and all across this
country in the aftermath of the ter-
rorist attacks on September 11, Amer-
ica demonstrated great resolve this
time.

No matter what the circumstances
reveal about who was behind what took
place earlier today, we’re confident
that America will continue to show
tremendous resolve. Our spirit will not
be broken. We’re confident that law en-
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forcement will identify those respon-
sible for what took place earlier today
and bring them to justice.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

————
[ 2030

IN HONOR OF ISRAEL’S 65TH
INDEPENDENCE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2013, the Chair recognizes the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
FRANKEL) for 30 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rials on the subject of my Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, tonight’s Special Order is meant to
honor Israel’s 656th Independence Day.
But first, today’s horrible tragedy of
Boston demands our attention.

Security officials continue to inves-
tigate the details of the incident. I
know that all Americans join with us
today, our thoughts and prayers for
those affected, the victims, their fami-
lies and the courageous first respond-
ers.

When acts like this occur, I find it
even more important that we carry on
and refuse to allow our lives to be dic-
tated by those wishing ill. So, in many
ways, it’s fitting to discuss Israel to-
night, a nation that knows all too well
the pain of these tragedies. In fact,
today Israelis commemorated Memo-
rial Day to honor the memory of 24,000
Israeli men, women, and children
who’ve been Kkilled in terror attacks
and wars over the past 65 years.

Immediately following Memorial
Day, though, Israel transitions to Inde-
pendence Day, when Israelis and Jews
across the globe celebrate the modern-
day revival of the State of Israel.

The abrupt transition from the sad-
ness of Memorial Day to the joy and
celebration of Independence Day em-
bodies the Israeli narrative and serves
as a poignant lesson in resilience.

Sixty-five years ago, Israel began as
a modest nation of 800,000 people, fight-
ing for its very survival. Today,
Israel’s population stands at over 8
million. It’s a thriving liberal democ-
racy, the homeland for Jewish people, a
global economic and high-tech power-
house and maintains the region’s most
powerful military force.

Sixty-five years ago, this success was
not guaranteed and at times seemed al-
most unobtainable. Memorial Day,
which just ended tonight, and Holo-
caust Remembrance Day, which was
commemorated last week, are potent
reminders of the struggles the Jewish
people have faced and continue to face.
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